PERRY CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2009 7:00 P.M.

PERRY CITY OFFICE BUILDING—CITY COUNCIL ROOM

3005 S. 1200 W. PERRY, UTAH

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Karen Cronin (Vice-chair), Martin Hinkley, Randy Wilde, Clint Nelson

OTHERS PRESENT: Duncan Murray (City Attorney), Lorin Gardner (City Engineer), Codey Illum (Building Inspector and Community Development Director), Rachel Tribe (City Planner), Angela Erwin (Minutes Clerk), Lani Brathwaite

I.
CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING CEREMONIES:

Comm. Cronin called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 p.m.  

A.
PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE U.S. FLAG

Conducted by Comm. Cronin.

B.
DECLARE CONFLICTS OF INTEREST, IF ANY

Questions initiated by Comm. Cronin.  None existed. 

C.
REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Questions initiated by Comm. Cronin. 

Motion: Comm. Wilde moved to adopt the agenda for February 5, 2009 as outlined.  The motion was seconded by Comm. Nelson. Discussion: Comm. Cronin asked about the status of the flood district letter.  Duncan Murray said that the letter will be up for approval on the city council’s next agenda.  All in favor.

D.
APPROVE MINUTES FOR JANUARY 22, 2009
No changes.

Motion: Comm. Hinckley moved to approve the minutes for January 22, 2009.  The motion was seconded by Comm. Nelson.  No discussion.  All in favor.

II.
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND PUBLIC COMMENTS
A.
RULES

Comm. Cronin asked for public comments.  None existed.

III. 
DESIGN REVIEW/SITE PLANS AND LIMITED REVIEW PERMITS (ADMINISTRATIVE APPLICATIONS)

 None

IV.
SUBDIVISIONS AND STREETS (ADMINISTRATIVE APPLICATIONS)

None

V.
SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS, CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS, AND MISC. (QUASI-JUDICIAL APPLICATIONS)

None
VI.
LAND USE ORDINANCES, ZONING, DESIGN GUIDELINES, GENERAL PLAN (LEGISLATIVE ACTION)

A.
AMENDING SIGN ORDINANCE (TITLE 58), PRESENTER: CODEY ILLUM

Codey Illum reviewed the five updates to the sign ordinance and wanted the commissioners’ input.  It was previously discussed to do away with the time frame for “temporary off-premise signs” when the last lot is sold.  Comm. Nelson suggested having a six month time limit.  Comm. Cronin thought that after the last lot is sold the sign should come down immediately, but the temporary off-premise sign should be reviewed yearly. 

Mr. Illum said “site triangle” needs to be clearly defined.  He illustrated his suggestion of measuring from the “top back of the curb.”  If no curb exists, measurement could be taken from the edge of the asphalt.  Comm. Cronin suggested using the property line instead of the edge of the asphalt, as an “anchor.”  If the depth needed to be modified then the footage could be reduced from forty feet to thirty feet.

On “prohibited signs” Mr. Illum added “no blow up signs” and “no spotlights.”   It was discussed that temporary spotlights could be acceptable, one time per year, every three years, for thirty days.  

Mr. Illum also added a definition that “political signs” could not be placed in the public right-of-way. 

Mr. Illum will combine all the changes into a new document which will be provided at the next meeting.  Comm. Cronin asked that the additions be underlined.  

Concerning the wattage of signs, Comm. Hinckley thought the definition needed to include the “power per square unit” or “total power maximum.”  Comm. Wilde suggested using “candle power” as a measurement.  Mr. Illum will further research possible wording on light.

B.
REVIEW OF EXISTING (AND PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO) STORAGE OF JUNK AND DEBRIS ORDINANCE, CODIFIED AS CHAPTER 54.04, PRESENTER: RACHEL TRIBE

Ms. Tribe handed out an updated copy of the ordinance.  The underlined portion included wording from Mapleton’s ordinance.  Comm. Cronin wanted clarification on the time line to make the needed improvements of existing properties of concern.  A ninety day deadline will be added at the top of page eight.  For the year 2009-2010 the inspector has the authority to extend the compliance deadline for up to six months.  Comm. Hinckley thought that “failure to comply with notice or failure to comply” needed to be more specific.  Authority needs to be given to the city to remove the nuisance and charge the resident.  Comm. Wilde suggested that the city should file against a person’s taxes rather than going to court with a “lawsuit.”  The ordinance will be updated with the discussed changes and a new copy will be given to the commissioners.

C.
REVIEW TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN

The transportation master plan is included, as title 34, in the new code book given to the commissioners.  Comm. Hinckley provided an explanation of his suggestions for the transportation master plan.  He believes that “safety” should be included in the plan’s purpose.  He suggested re-wording the “transportation network,” to include that the routes are not always circulatory.  On page twenty five, he proposed adding a prioritized list that includes, as number one, lower cost methods for improvement.  He said there are two things that could be done, with minimal spending, to improve access to highway 89 and improve ability to turn left across highway 89.  One suggestion would be to separate the right and left turn lanes from side streets onto highway 89 by painting a line that separates entry onto highway 89.  The other is to add a corner and paint another lane so that people turning right would have a separate lane.  He said Antelope Drive in Layton uses signals on half the road and the other lane has continuing traffic.  He thought this option should be considered. 

Comm. Hinckley further said the collector roads need an outlet.  He said the plan for 1200 West is to carry it out to 1100 South.  He thought it may be useful to make one of the routes, such as 3600 South, connect to highway 89 with a merge lane.  This may be a less expensive way to increase the flow without having a traffic signal.  Comm. Nelson does not think people should be encouraged to travel along 1200 West because of it’s residential nature.  He said the road is too small.  Comm. Hinckley said the transportation plan needs to include an alternative solution for traffic flow in addition to highway 89.

Lorin Gardner said that Comm. Hinckley’s comments have been forwarded to the transportation engineer, Alex Baseres, for his feedback.  Comm. Cronin asked Mr. Gardner to have Mr. Baseres address his vision of 1200 West and Comm. Hinckley’s comments.  If Mr. Baseres cannot come to the next meeting, then Mr. Gardner will bring his written comments.

VII.  TRAINING AND HANDOUTS
A.
NEXT TRAINING: FEBRUARY 19, 2009

Mr. Murray will provide training on the new code book. 

B.
UPDATE REPORT ON ISSUES ASSIGNED TO STAFF - RACHEL TRIBE

Ms. Tribe said the city council approved getting on the county’s agenda regarding the frontrunner station.  Discussion will be on their next meeting’s agenda.  Comm. Cronin suggested getting Logan, Willard, and Cache County involved immediately.  She said there needs to be a unified representation at the county meeting.  It was discussed to have Comm. Pettingill, Tom Peterson, and a Perry staff member attend the county meeting.  Ms. Tribe will inform the commissioners of the next county meeting so other commissioners can go, if possible.  Discussion of 1200 West extension project will be included on the next planning commission agenda because it has not yet been addressed by the city council.  

Ms. Tribe brought up the possibility of the city going from five (eight hour) shifts to four (ten hour) shifts.  She said the city is accepting and encouraging comments from the planning commissioners and residents regarding this issue.  

Comm. Nelson felt it was a good idea to save money.  Comm. Wilde said if the city is selling this as a money saving factor it is being sold on the wrong terms.  Ms. Tribe said this was not the intention.  Mr. Murray explained that the city council is focused on which option better serves the community and how will the change effect the staffs’ schedules.  He added that the service to the community is a priority.  Comm. Hinckley commented on his former employer’s “nine-forty plan,” where some of the staff is there everyday, nine hours per day, with every other Friday off.  Comm. Nelson said this option would not be good for a city because the public needs to know what day the city is open.  Comm. Wilde said, with his job experience, he is limited with what he can do in the morning because people do not want him calling them at 7:00 a.m.  Therefore, he does paperwork in the morning.  He said the time at night is very productive and people are surprised they can get a hold of him later in the evening.  He said that “comp time” will go down or away.  For example, staff will not have to leave early to get to a morning meeting in Salt Lake.  Comm. Wilde added that if the proposed schedule change is customer friendly and takes care of the citizens, it is a good thing.  Comm. Cronin asked Comm. Wilde if the public likes four (ten hour) shifts or if they get upset because they cannot get a hold of him on Fridays.  Comm. Wilde said the public gets used to him not being there on Fridays.  He added that there are not a lot of complaints.  He also said that if the city is on a four (ten hour) shift schedule, the staff needs to be there and available to the public during those hours.  

C.
CITY COUNCIL REPORT - TOM PETERSON

Tom Peterson was not in attendance.  Mr. Murray reported on relevant issues from the city council meeting.  The city council approved to contact Box Elder County and Cache County regarding commuter rail issues.  He said the city council adopted a new development fee schedule.  Also, Kim Barnard was appointed as an alternate for the planning commission.

VIII.  REVIEW NEXT AGENDA AND ADJOURN

A.
ADD AGENDA ITEMS REQUESTED BY PLANNING COMMISSIONERS

Discussion on 1200 West and possible update from the county meeting regarding the frontrunner station. 

B.
MOTION TO ADJOURN

Motion: Comm. Hinckley moved to close the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Comm. Nelson.  No discussion.  All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:48 p.m.  

